
Peace Sustainability
UWC schools, colleges and programmes deliver a 

challenging and transformative educational experience 

to a diverse cross section of students, inspiring them to 

create a more peaceful and sustainable future.

The United World Colleges (International), 

17-21 Emerald Street, London, WC1N 3QN, United Kingdom, 

is a company registered in England and Wales and Limited by 

Guarantee No. 908758. Registered Charity No. 313690.

Email: info@uwc.org

Visit www.uwc.org for more information and to find 

your national committee. 

Are you looking for  

an education with  

a difference?  

Then UWC is for you.

Community

Volunteering

Life changing   

Challenging

Diversity

Empowering

WHAT IS THE UWC 
EXPERIENCE?
A challenging education going far beyond 
classroom based learning.

As a UWC student you will learn essential life skills 

through the vast range of activities that make up the 

UWC experience: volunteering in the local community, 

intense international debate, initiating and organising 

your project week, exploring the outdoors and 

performing to name a few. 

Learning to manage your own time to create a healthy 

balance of studying, volunteering, sports, the arts, 

socialising and sleep is likely to be the greatest practical 

challenge you encounter. 

Living and learning in a dynamic community of young 

people from diverse backgrounds and cultures and 

usually sharing your room with other students, you 

will quickly learn as much about yourself as about your 

peers as you encounter customs and outlooks different 

from your own.

A UWC education is transformational – from the 

way you learn and interact with your peers to the 

opportunities available to you – it is the start of a 

lifelong journey.  Working, studying and volunteering 

in a diverse range of fields, UWC alumni are part of a 

global movement and they continue to demonstrate 

a commitment to the UWC mission throughout their 

lives. 

UWC schools and colleges follow one of three models:

•	 Two year pre-university colleges teaching the IB 

Diploma, students aged 16-19

•	 Schools for students across a wider age range, 

providing younger students with the opportunity to 

gain a UWC experience as well as teaching the IB 

Diploma 

•	 A three year tertiary level agricultural training 

college 

Each year, UWC also organises two to three week short 

programmes. www.uwc.org/short/ 

 “Community service has challenged 
my opinions. It is the most difficult 
part of my life at UWC (except IB 
physics!) and certainly the most 
influential.”
Fiora (UK), student at Waterford Kamhlaba UWC

Students meet together in the outdoor amphitheatre at 
Waterford Kamhlaba UWC.  
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APPLY 
You need to be aged between 15 and 17 when you apply 

to UWC for the two year pre-university programme. 

Places and scholarships are allocated through the 

national committee system – active in over 130 

countries worldwide. Your national committee will advise 

you of the specific eligibility criteria in your country and 

guide you through the application process. This varies 

between national committees but normally involves 

an application form, interview and/or selection day or 

weekend where you meet other potential students and 

take part in activities. UWC aims to provide scholarships 

to as many students as possible and offers full, partial 

and unfunded places to successful applicants. 

When completing an application to UWC for the two 

year pre-university programme, you are applying to 

all our schools and colleges teaching the IB Diploma, 

located across the world. National committees have a 

separate application process for Simón Bolívar UWC of 

Agriculture.

Visit www.uwc.org/apply/ to find national committee 

contact details and more information. If you do not have 

a national committee in your country or are not eligible 

due to nationality or residency please contact 

info@uwc.org 

UWC  
Adriatic (Italy) 
Pre-university 
college

UWC  
Pearson College 
(Canada) 
Pre-university 
college

UWC-USA 
Pre-university 
college

UWC Costa Rica 
Pre-university 
college 

Li Po Chun 
UWC of 
Hong Kong 
Pre-university 
college 

Mahindra 
UWC of India 
Pre-university 
college

UWC of South 
East Asia 
(Singapore) 
UWC school, 
ages 4-19

UWC Atlantic 
College (Wales, UK) 
Pre-university 
college

Simón Bolívar 
UWC of Agriculture (Venezuela) 
Agricultural training college, 
ages 18-21

UWC in Mostar 
(Bosnia & 
Herzegovina) 
Pre-university 
college

Waterford 
Kamhlaba 
UWC of Southern 
Africa (Swaziland) 
UWC school, ages 11-20 

Red Cross Nordic UWC (Norway) 
Pre-university college

Note –Students at all the pre-university UWC colleges are aged 16-19.  

UWC Maastricht 
(Netherlands) 
UWC school, 
students 
aged 2-18

“Getting to meet so many 
unique people from so many 
different places; it’s an incredible 
experience. Once I got to UWC, 
every conversation became a very 
valuable moment, a memory and 
always a lesson.” 
Corrado (Venezuela), student at UWC-USA

LANGUAGE
The teaching language at UWC schools and colleges is 

English, with the exception of UWC Costa Rica which 

operates in Spanish and English and our agricultural 

college, Simón Bolívar UWC of Agriculture which 

teaches only in Spanish. 

You do not normally need previous English language 

knowledge to apply to UWC and if you are successful 

support will be available to you from the college/school.

You can study your native language as part of the 

IB Diploma in a supported self study option if the 

language is not taught at the college/school. In 

addition, you will be encouraged to learn the national 

language of the country in which the college/school is 

based. 

“The IB Diploma is a demanding 
course but it has made me very 
determined. It taught me self-
discipline and time management 
and has been great preparation for 
my future pursuits.” 
Neto (Timor-Leste), Li Po Chun UWC alumnus 

now at Luther College, USA 

ACADEMICS
At all our colleges and schools with the exception of 

our agricultural college, you will study the International 

Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma. The IB Diploma is an 

academically challenging and balanced programme – 

including sciences, maths, languages, humanities and 

arts. It is one of the most well regarded and widely 

known secondary school qualifications in the world 

and recognised by leading universities and employers 

globally. 

UWC Pearson College makes the most of its location for 
activities and lessons including Marine Science. 
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